
 
IOLA, KANSAS                    OFFICE OF THE ALLEN COUNTY CLERK                 January 28, 2025 

    

The Allen County Board of Commissioners met in regular session at 8:30 a.m. with 

Chairman Jerry Daniels, Commissioner David Lee, Commissioner John F. Brocker and 

Shannon Patterson, Allen County Clerk.  

 

Sarah Haney, Iola Register, Robert Johnson, II, County Counselor, Mitchell Garner, Public 

Works Director, Jeremy Hopkins, Road & Bridge Director, Terry Call, Zoning Administrator, 

Chelsie Decker, 911 Communications Director, Rick Aiello, employee, Michael Church, 

citizen, and Paul Zirjacks, citizen, was present to observe the meeting.  

 

Chairman Daniels led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Commissioners approved the minutes of the regular meeting on January 14, 2025. 

 

Chairman Daniels asked for public comment. Michael Church, citizen, wanted to thank 

the county for all their work in the Carlyle area this last year. Wants to thank Thrive as well 

for trying to help them get street lights, unfortunately Thrive was not able to secure grant 

funds for such. They will be using their own resources to get street lights. February 25, 2025 

Thrive will be having a community conversation in Carlyle. Michael is wondering when 

the funds are allocated towards roads and bridge structures. Roads in their area need 

some repair. Discussion followed.  

 

Michael Burnett, EMS Director, joined the meeting.  

 

Michale Burnett, EMS Director, presented the quarterly report.  

 



 

 
Call volume is down. Michael explained the maintenance they perform on the 

ambulances. Commissioner Lee asked if the hospital is still contracting with an outside 

agency to do transfers when we are busy. Discussion followed.  

 

Michael stated he will be back soon with some quotes for a ventilator that needs 

replaced.  

 

Terry Call, Zoning Administrator, reported on the Coby Cochran zoning hearing held on 

January 23, 2025. The request will take 2 acres of land and change it from agriculture to 

heavy industrial with a conditional use permit to put in a small salvage yard.  The zoning 

board recommended the approval of the 2-acre section be rezoned for his salvage 

yard. Commissioner Lee moved to approve the request to change from ag to heavy 

industrial with the conditional use permit. Commissioner Brocker seconded; motion 

passed 3-0-0.  

 

Terry reported the zoning board will be meeting the 4th Thursday of February, March, and 

April to begin discussion on zoning regulations for the battery energy storage systems. 

Discussion followed.  

 

Mitch Garner, Public Works Director, reported he is working on the annual plan for solid 

waste. It is not due until April. The only change will be with the new cell. Discussion 

followed.  

 

Mitch reported they are waiting on the gas company to get the price to turn in for the 

grant. Once that is done then we can place the generator.  

 

Mitch reported he has put a stop to his employees helping unload trailers or large items 

at the landfill. He put a stop to it for safety and insurance reasons.  

 

Jeremy Hopkins, Road & Bridge Director, reported he spoke with the MowerMax 

representative and they will be bringing a demo next week. He is also reaching out to 

the other companies that have brush cutters to look at those as well.  

 

Jeremy presented two bids received on culvert pipes.  



 

 
Two bids were received from Welborn Sales, Salina, KS and J & J Drainage Products Co., 

Hutchinson, KS. Jeremy recommends going with Welborn Sales. Discussion followed on 

use of the culvert pipe. Commissioner Lee moved to approve the bid from Welborn Sales 

for $75,895.20. Commissioner Brocker seconded; motion passed 3-0-0.  

 

Chelsie Decker, 911 Communications Director, presented 2024 statistics.  

 

 
2024 statistics are slightly less than 2023. Discussion followed.  

 

Commissioner Lee wants the commission to continue publishing in both papers for the 

next two years and then re-evaluate. Commissioner Brocker stated he had several calls 

from citizens that stated they feel notices should be published in both papers. Paul 

Zirjacks, citizen, stated his worry that the Humboldt Union would not publish notices that 



 
did not apply to Humboldt. Commissioners explained that we would send what needed 

published and it would be put in the paper. Commissioner Lee stated in these two years, 

we need to focus on developing our social media presence as well as updating the 

website. Discussion followed.  Commissioners have decided to continue publishing public 

notices in both the Humboldt Union and Iola Register.  

 

Commissioner Lee discussed not having an inclement weather policy. He stated he has 

asked Darolyn “Crickett” Maley and Shannon Patterson to speak with other department 

heads to see what the needs and requirements are depending on time of year for their 

respective offices. Discussion followed.  

 

Commissioner Lee stated he is of the opinion that they should try to have one meeting a 

month in the evening. He would like to see the county meet the first Tuesday of every 

month starting in March, at 6:30. Chairman Daniels suggested the second Tuesday 

instead. Commissioner Brocker suggested 6:00. Commissioner Lee would like this to begin 

in March and run for 6 months as a trial. After discussion on schedules, March 25, 2025 will 

be the first evening meeting. The April evening meeting will be set at that meeting.   

 

Commissioner Lee stated he would like the other commissioners to research into an email 

from KAC send on the 26th. It deals with sales tax eliminations.  

 

Commissioner Lee moved to go into executive session for 5 minutes for Attorney Client 

Land Acquisition. Commissioner Brocker seconded; motion passed 3-0-0.  The time is now 

9:55 a.m.  Those present will be Commissioners, and Robert Johnson II, Allen County 

Counselor.  Commissioners reconvened at 10:00 a.m.  No action taken. 

 

Commissioners reviewed the following documents: 

a) Minutes from Coby Cochran zoning hearing  

b) Inventory from LaHarpe Senior Center, Attorney’s office 

c) Annual reports for Osage Twp, LaHarpe Elm Cemetery, Marmaton Twp, 

Humboldt Twp 

 

Commissioners approved the following documents: 

 

a) Clerk’s Vouchers - $95,167.81  

b) Clerk’s Journal Entries – #1, 2, 3 

c) Abatements – RE, Value 16,654, $3,541.02, Year 2024 

  

With no further business to come before the board, Commissioner Lee moved to adjourn, 

Commissioner Brocker seconded; motion passed 3-0-0.  Meeting was adjourned at 10:03 

a.m. until Tuesday, February 4, 2025 at 8:30 a.m. in the Assembly Room of the courthouse.   

 

 

____________________________________           _____________________________________ 

Jerry Daniels, Chairperson             David Lee, Commissioner  

 

___________________________________  ____________________________________        

Shannon Patterson, County Clerk                     John F. Brocker, Commissioner  

 


